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	Overview
	Philosophy at the Movies offers students the opportunity to gain an insight into philosophical themes and thinkers. The course uses movie clips and short episodes from TV shows such as The Simpsons as a vehicle into the discussion and debate that surrounds these themes. Students will be introduced to some of the key ideas explored throughout the history of philosophy such as Plato’s analogy of the cave. Students be open to learn about, and discuss, some of life’s deeper questions, such as what constitutes a life well lived.
 

	Future Learning
	Philosophy at the Movies provides a useful foundation for those thinking about taking IGCSE Religious Studies as they will start to think about the deeper, underlying questions of life. It also provides an excellent complementary course for existing IGCSE Religious Studies students by offering an alternative perspective on the big issues and helping to further develop skills in critical thinking. Furthermore, IB Philosophy and TOK students will benefit from taking the course as an ideal introduction to various philosophical themes including knowledge issues.
 

	Linked Courses
	Philosophy at the Movies attempts to develop skills in thinking that can be effectively used within many disciplines such as History, Explorations, English Literature, Theory of Knowledge and even Maths.
 

	Student Experiences
	You will watch various episodes, clips and movies of The Simpsons, South Park, Star Wars, Batman and The Matrix in order to examine your own beliefs, and the beliefs of others. The course is designed to take you on a journey of the mind, and to open up philosophical discussion, based on the brilliantly written and produced comedies and films mentioned above. You will participate in formal debates, open discussions and collaborate with others in order to present information and carry out creative tasks such as documentary making, role-play and drama. Throughout the course you will be challenged by logic games, puzzles and look into the thoughts of some of the world’s greatest thinkers.

	Student Outcomes
	You will:
●      Be able to think critically and creatively
●      Argue and debate effectively
●      Be able to spot logical fallacies in the arguments of others
●      Understand the connections between philosophy, life and the wider school curriculum
●      Develop opinions supported by reasons
●      Understand the importance of belief based on evidence
●      To develop independent thinking

	Student Skills
	Critical thinking skills
Making Decisions - Can understand and appreciate opposing viewpoints and can make decisions based on weight of evidence and good skills of reasoning.
Asking Questions - Can ask compelling questions that challenge your assumptions and those of others and force you to think differently.
 
Communication Skills
Listening to others - Can listen actively to the views of others, understand and record what other people say accurately.
Discussion - Can speak clearly when communicating your ideas to others and are able to engage the listener and convince them of what you say.
 

	Assessment
	The assessed outcome of this course will be twofold 1) the evidence submitted via a blog that demonstrates engagement with the course and highlights student learning 2) A short video the students produce collaboratively on a philosophical theme such as – Is time travel possible?


 
 

